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_Bﬂy Carter Case: A Fzzz]ed Bombs}zeﬂ |

5 ByDAVIDE.ROSENBAUM sl
Xian wumn—ymm . AR
WASHNGTON Oct. 3 — Atter they

released their report cn the Billy Carter
investizaticn yesterday moraing, some of
the Senators were almost apologetic.
Clajborne Pell, Democrat of Rhode Is-
laxl, rsmarked that “in the beginning a
N Jot of us thouzht e had a
" bear by the tail” tat in the
-‘Nm'end “we really. bad a
Analysts ‘mouse.” " “Charies McC.
© - Mathias Jr, Republican of
. M and, ccmmemcd that
e ‘problera ha
criminality but “folly.” Even that most
of Republicans, Bob Lole of
Xansas, felt compelled to ncte that there
were *‘no parallels with Watergate.”
The investigtion began nine weeks ago
with enormous fanfare. Sceme. Republi-
cans saw a chance to deliver a mortal
blow to President Cartse’s re-zlection
campaizn. Some re ers - craved a
Waterzatedixe scancal. Many Demo-
crats weore willing to g0 to almost any
length to avoid bemg charged with a
cover-up.
But, lixe the’ comet Kohcutek. the
_sensaticn that was promised never ma-
‘terialized. There are severalreasons. | :
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Flrst the facts of the case dxd not prove i
to be 80 damaging to the President as
some had axpected. No evidence of offi-
cial corruption or clearly unsthical con-.
duct was develicped. The Senate subcom-
mittaz bnanimously concluded that the
President had exercised poor judgment |
in the wagjhe had dealt with his brother’s
relationship with Libya, tut the charge|
seemed commenplace in light of.the at-|
tacks by Mr. Carter’s political cpponents |
cn his judgment in handling the eccnomy
ﬂmmmign Policy. . - ey -
> Acewwtomed to Inqulr!w

Morcver, ‘whatever cutrage the’ ‘Arned-|
can people might hare felt at the disclo-
sure that the President’s brother was an'!
agent of a regime with a history of terror-
Ism and extreme hostility - toward the‘l
United States, there has been no indica-
tica that they blame the President for it.
Second, the country seems to have be-|:
come inured to political investizaticus.
Since the Watergate scandals broke in the
Nizcn Administration, there has hardly|.
been a.time-when some committee or
grand jury was not iny=stizating one poli-
tician or another. The Carter Administra-
tionhad not been in office a year whenthe
investigation of Bert Lance deveioped.
Then there was the question of the Prasi-
dent’s dismissal of David W. Marston as
the United States Attorney in Philadel-
phia. Then came the peanut warchouse
and Hamilton Jordan and Abscam, and

i intellizgence agency. He testified that he

‘ticn to Zbignlew Brasrinski, the Presi-|

Consider the follmdng- Adm. Stans-|;

" flald Turper, the Dirsctor of Cantral In-

telligence, learned last acring from a

hizghly classified report that Billy Carter

was: tryins to strike a deal with the

Gov=mment to ottain an addi-

tional allocation of crude oil for an
Amerlcancompany -

That was precisely the evidence the !
Justice Depariment needed to prove its|i
suspicicn that the“Presicent’s brother}
was an agent of the Libyan Goyernment,
But Admiral Turzer did not consult the

Attorney General or the bead of any other

did not Xrow that Billy Cartar's relaticn-
ship with Libya was under investigation,
Apparently he vwas lixs the others who
had become inured to inrestigations; the
fact that Billy Carter was under investi-
| gation had been reperted in newspapers '
‘formorethanayear. . . -

Instead, Mr. Turrer took the informa- :

‘dent’s national security advissr. Mr.
Brrezinski’s responsidility Is {oreign poli- s
cy, oot law enforcement. He fook it upon | i
himself to telephone Billy Carter towarm i
him tobreak off the deal and then told the |

Presidert. Mr. Brzezinsk also never!
bothersd o check whether the matenal‘
was 1mporuux to the Justice Dc?art-['
ment. !

Forei;n Pal!cy Impvcaticm

by the time the Billy Carter matter came |
aleng, they all seemed to blend together, /]
Finally, President Carter was able to
take the sting out of the Senate inquiry
with a pre-emptive strike. On-Aug. 4, be-
fore the Senate investigaticn had begun, !
he sent to Congress and made public a |
long statement recording in copious de- |
tail his actions and those of other: in his
Administration coocerning. Billy Carter.
That nizht he held an bour-long news con-
{erence. He waived claims of executive
privilege and ordered his staif to testity
before the Senate subcommiittee: Heeven |

sawfitforhim 0 30 90 o id it

“In the #nd, the Senators decided not to
call the President to testify and not cvm
to send him written questicnos..: 5

Nonetheless, while the Bxlly Carter In-
vestigation . appears.to have had little
political impact, there are; in the view of
many of the senators. and - lawycrs in-
volved. lusmstobeleamed fromxt.

The rnost important one seems to be
that the post-Watergate efforts to prevent
a President and other officials from abus..|
riNg:Ineir power may have resulted in in-
sulgting the President and his top advis-
ers from information they .needed to
carry out their responsibilities.. Senator|

Mathias; ooe of the most. studious-and

thoughtful members of Con 5 WOD-{~
dered n: his statement:attached to the
*subcommittee’s report whether *‘a whole|

offered to testify himself it the- scnators ;

. About the same time, Attormey Gencrnl
Bcnjamin R. Clviletti received similarin-
formation from a different. intelligance
officlal. Afraid of compromising intelli-
gence sources, Mr. Clvilettl testified, he
withheld his information not cnly from
bis own professional investigators but
also from the President and others who
might have been able to gauge the forsizn-
policy !mphcatlons The Attorpey Gen-
eral, whose respensibdility is law enforca-i
ment, not foreign policy, testitied that he
had decided unilaterally that the toreign
policy aspects were not yrodomlmn )

LA N Ea M

A result of all thls vras that Billy Car-
tcr, the target of an investistion, had se--
cret Government information months be-
}Hore those investigating him had it and
(that the cne persom in the Government
best placed to weigh the relative impor-
licy and law enl‘on:e-

tance of foreign
ment, the qui
tac!s i3 B
The lm cculd extremely valuable
to some future Administration trying to
determine the proper role of the Presi-
dent and his advisers in criminal investi-:
gations. By the time such procedures are
conside however; the report of ‘the
Billy Carter invest} gation will most likely

acks of the Library of Con i
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be gathering dust ' somewhere in. the ~



